238.   INDIAN TRADERS Of NATAL

The case of Mr. Haffejee of Richmond only confirms what we
wrote earlier.1 Influenced by the whites, the Licensing Court has
cancelled his licences. There is only one way out for Natal Indians,
or for Indians in any Colony for that matter: to resort to satyagraha.
As long as that is not done, Natal Indians will not be able to rest in
peace.

Most of the members who took part in a recent debate in Natal
Parliament said that the Indian traders should be turned out Mr, Wylie2
also expressed the same view. To send a petition to such a Parliament
will be worth while only as an act of courtesy. But the petition should
be treated as the first step in satyagraha. It will be effective only if
it is backed up by the power of the satyagrahic gun.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 25-7-1908

239.   LETTER TO J, J. DOKE
[JOHANOTSBURG]
DEAR MR. DOKE,
The questions3 you have asked me are very pertinent and very
seasonable. If only the public can be induced to take sufficient interest
in the Asiatic question to understand what it is that we want, half the
difficulty will be over.
Speaking from a British Indian standpoint, British Indians have
long since accepted the position that Asiatic immigration should be
1  Vide "Natal Licences", pp. 86-7 and " Natal Licensing Act", pp. 287-8.
2 Wylie, K.C.; lawyer and legislate; was "part author of the Dealers' Licenses
Act"; took notable part in suppressing the Zulu rebellion in Natal; as-leading counsel
in Goga's case (Vol. VI, p. 345), he argued that "even an Indian is entitled to
justice and fair play",
3 In his letter Rev. Joseph Doke had asked three questions: (1) w. .. [most
Colonists] are afraid that, should the Immigration Restriction Law be applied to
Asiatics, ... a number of educated men might still be admitted ... is there  any
way in which' you can meet this objection[?]   (2)   "Is it true that your chief
objection is ... that by claiming your consent to the closed door before repealing
the Asiatic Law Amendment Act [General Smuts] is asking you to be a party to
the absolute exclusion of your educated brethren [?] (3) ". . . would it not be easy
for Government to introduce legislation ... to close the door absolutely? IF so, what
action would be taken by the Asiatics?"